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A r e  g i r l s  a n d  yo u n g  wo m e n  b e co m i n g  m o r e 
v i o l e n t ?   O r  a r e  we  j u s t  b e co m i n g  m o r e  a wa r e  a n d 
l e s s  t o l e ra n t  o f  t h e i r  r owd y,  d r u n ke n  b e h a v i o u r ? 

S u b j e c t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  q u e s t i o n a b l y  b e n i g n  w e l f a r e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  a r e  w e  n o w  m o r e  r e a d y  t o  c r i m i n a l i s e  t h e  ‘ b a d 
b e h a v i o u r ’ o f  g i r l s  a n d  t r e a t  t h e m  l i k e  t h e  d e l i n q u e n t  b o y s  t h e y 
a p p e a r  t o  e m u l a t e ?  C o - e d i t o r  o f  ‘ G i r l s ’ V i o l e n c e :  M y t h s  a n d 
R e a l i t i e s ’ ( S U N Y  2 0 0 4 ) ,  P r o f e s s o r  A n n e  Wo r r a l l  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e 
f e m i n i s a t i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e  r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  s o  m u c h  a  ‘s e a r c h  f o r 
e q u i v a l e n c e ’ a s  a  d e s i r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  t o  f o r c e  a n 
o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o u t i n e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v i o l e n c e  w i t h 
w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  t o  c o n t e n d  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .
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Anne Worrall is a Honorary Research Fellow at the Crime 
Research Centre, where she teaches courses on women and 
crime. She is a Professor of Criminology and Head of the School 
of Criminology, Education, Sociology and Social Work at Keele 
University, UK, having previously been a probation officer and 
then a Lecturer in Social Work at Manchester University. She 
has an extensive publications record, including Gender, Crime 
and Justice (Open University Press, 1987) co-edited with Pat 
Carlen, Offending Women (Routledge, 1990), Girls’ Violence: 
Myths and Realities (SUNY Press, 2004) co-edited with 
Christine Alder from Melbourne University and Punishment in 
the Community (Willan, 2005), co-authored with Clare Hoy. 
She is a member of the Parole Board of England and Wales.

Centenary or Obituary?
100 Years of the Probation Service of 

England and Wales

Wednesday, 2 August 2006

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P r o b a t i o n  S e r v i ce  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d 
Wa l e s  i s  d u e  t o  ce l e b ra t e  i t s  ce n t e n a r y  i n  2 0 0 7 
b u t  w i l l  i t  s u r v i ve  t h a t  l o n g ? 

S u b j e c t e d  t o  t w o  m a j o r  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s 
a n d  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  r e c e n t  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n ,  i s  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
r e s p e c t e d  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  n o n - c u s t o d i a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  o f f e n d e r s  i n 
t e r m i n a l  d e c l i n e ?  C o - a u t h o r  o f  ‘ P u n i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y : 
m a n a g i n g  o f f e n d e r s ,  m a k i n g  c h o i c e s ’ ( Wi l l a n  2 0 0 5 )  a n d  f o r m e r 
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r,  P r o f e s s o r  A n n e  Wo r r a l l  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e 
d e m i s e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P r o b a t i o n  S e r v i c e  h a s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  c r i m i n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .
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